
Yuvajyothi Newsletter 
 
Dear Sponsors, 
We hope that you all are in the best of health and happiness despite of all the challenges brought by 
the pandemic! 
Yuvajyothi continued celebrating life through various events amidst all the challenges during the past 
months, the glimpses of which we could like to share.  
Festivals are celebrated in order that the children are acquainted with various cultures, traditions and 
festivals of India. On 3 August the festival of “Raksha Bandhan” (bond of protection) was celebrated. 
The female team members tied rakhis (sacred thread) to the boys and explained the significance of 
the rakhis, highlighting the brother-sister relationship, strengthening the bond of love between them. 
In preparation for the festival of lights - Diwali, our children painted colourful diwali diyas (lamps) 
which attracted many people to buy them. This activity instilled in the children a sense of labour and 
hard work. This work was also directed towards discovering the talent of art and craft within the 
children. The work was undertaken with great enthusiasm in preparation for the festival of lights. On 
12 November ‘Rangoli competition’ (decoration of floor with coloured powder – a traditional art of 
India) was organized for the children on the eve of the diwali festival. The house was divided into 
three groups. The theme of the competition was ‘Corona’. In the evening a prayer meeting was held 
around lighted lamps projecting the triumph of light dispelling darkness. After that a food festival 
was organised during which festal greetings were exchanged. 
National Day - Independence Day was celebrated on 15 August to mark the 73rd independence day 
of India. The Indian Tricolour was unfurled, speeches on national integration were delivered by the 
children boosting the patriotic spirit among them, march past by the children and a patriotic song was 
sung by the team members. The function was concluded by sharing breakfast and enjoying the Indian 
sweets. 
Social Days - Teacher day was celebrated on 5 September to mark the birth anniversary of Dr. Radha 
Krishnan. Greeting cards prepared by the children were presented to the teachers. A skit was enacted 
by the children highlighting the student-teacher relationship and bringing out the importance of 
education.  
On 2 October Gandhi Jayanti and Lal Bahadur Shastri Jayanti was celebrated. To mark this occasion 
a quiz competition was organized on the life of these two great personalities. The film “Gandhi” was 
shown to the children. These programmes helped them to acquire more knowledge about these 
personalities and review their own lives in the light of these personalities. 
On  16 October International Girl-Child day was celebrated. A skit was enacted to display gender 
equality and rights of the girl child, opening new avenues for a girl child and respect for women and 
children. An essay competition on the topic “Beti Bachao Beti Padao” (save daughter, educate 
daughter) was organized. 



Other Developmental and educational programs - on 10 September an ‘English Reading 
Competition’ was organized with the aim of focusing on pronunciation, diction, voice modulation 
etc. The competition helped the children to gain confidence and overcome stage fear. 
On 14 September an Essay Competition on ‘Life in Yuvajyothi’ was organized. How the children 
benefited and how the day to day activities has helped them to shape their lives, were well described. 
On 27th September ‘English Conversation’ competition was organized in which a conversation was 
carried out between two participants on a particular topic like corona, career, football and cricket 
match in Yuvajyothi. It was like speaking off hand and so they found it difficult at times to get the 
proper English words and so used the Hindi words!  
On 30th September a ‘Debate competition’ was conducted on the topic “Corona – precautions a must 
or not”. The debate ended on a heated argument between the two parties overcoming the stage fear 
which was very evident in the beginning stage. 
The debate also highlighted a display of knowledge they acquired on corona through the daily reading 
of newspaper. 
On 7 October an ‘English Speech competition’ was organised for the Standard XI students on various 
topics. 
On 11 October ‘World Mental Health Day’ was observed. An external resource person, Ms. Renu 
Khublani conducted a session on mental health along with a few group activities. 
On 31 October Tata consultancy in collaboration with Rotract club conducted a session on ‘Mandala 
art' workshop for the children. Mr Aggarwal was the resource person who gave the session for the 
children on the art.  
On 14 November ‘Children’s Day’ was celebrated. The week was spent in various activities: 18th - 
tele matches, 19 - environment day, 21 - house cleaning, 22 – universal children day was celebrated 
together with the children of Mandwa community with games and action songs. These activities were 
directed towards building a healthy environment, unity, team work and putting on a smile. 
On 26 November a seminar on ‘Health and Hygiene’ was conducted to bring the message ‘Stay 
healthy, care for your body’. The session was conducted by volunteer Mr. Dhruv. 
Basic English classes were conducted regularly twice a week by volunteer Mr. Dhruv. The sessions 
included forming of sentences, passage writing, English speaking, the use of dictionary etc. The 
classes have benefitted the children and increased their vocabulary and confidence. 
Football and cricket matches were organized with outside teams which helped the children to focus 
on unity and teamwork and to play in true sportsman spirit.  
Every morning the children go jogging for 20 minutes followed by exercises that help children in 
focusing on physical and mental fitness and good health. 
Dear friends, thank you for standing by us in good times as well as in times of adversities. May you 
all keep safe and healthy. We wish you all a blessed and graceful season of advent 2020. 
 
Herald D’ Souza OP 
Director ICID 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


